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ritory save Calais. Her feeble dastard King Charles VII
was dead; and Louis XL, a gentleman of pleasure and
piety, occupied her throne.
Spain, united, after centuries of strife among her divers
kingdoms and antagonistic races, by the marriage of King
Don Hernando of Aragon to Queen Dona Isabella of Cas-
tile, was preparing for an era of colonial expansion.
Portugal was consolidating African discoveries and ac-
quisitions.
Norway and Sweden, after brief separation, once more
were united under the sceptre of Denmark; and were learn-
ing the lessons of peace.
And then, in Rome, in 1455, on the 24th of March, being
Monday in Passion-week, the Lord Nicholas P.P. V was
dead: and, with His death, the tide of the Italian Renas-
cence stayed.
The College of Cardinals assumed the government of
Rome and of the Universal Church, while the Conclave for
the election of the Successor of St. Peter was assembling.
During nine days the Novendialia, the quaint ceremonies
connected with the obsequies of a Pope, were celebrated.
On Good Friday, the 4th of April, after the Adoration of
the Cross, the Mass of the Presanctified, and the Exposi-
tion of the Vernicle (or True Image of our Divine Re-
deemer, vulgarly known as The Veronica), had been
performed in the Vatican Basilica, the cardinals were im-
mured; the doors and windows of the Vatican ^yere
bricked up; Pandolfo, Prince Savelli, Hereditary Marshal
of the Holy Roman Church, entered upon the guardianship
of the Conclave; and the election was begun.
The College of Cardinals consisted then of twenty mem-
bers. Of these, only fifteen assisted at the Conclave of
1455. In the fifteenth century, a journey across Europe,
from some distant see, occupied a longer time than the
eleven days which should elapse between a Pope's death